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the creation in Paris of clieap dwellings. A score of projects and petitions were examined by this commission, a labour which has not yet borne fruit. Nationalisation of the soil according to the gospel of Henry George, and schemes for lotteries, were agreeably mixed. One councillor demanded in the interest of the town of Paris the confiscation of the soil within the circle of fortifications, and the compensation of landlords by means of communal bonds secured by mortgage and redeemable. M. Lerouge proposed the construction, b}r the town, of three-storied houses on the land adjoining* the fortifications within the walls by means of capital raised (i) by a loan of 300 millions of francs, (2) by a tax of 3 francs per head on every one coming to Paris from a distance greater than twenty-five kilometres. The Federative Socialist Union of the Centre demands the application of the surplus of the forthcoming budget to the construction by the town of Paris of workmen's dwellings, and the establishment of a tax of 20 per cent, on dwellings remaining unoccupied for a month. We meet also many proposals for a lottery with a capital of a milliard of francsj for the purpose of making dwellings for those members of the Parisian proletariate whose income does not exceed a certain figure.
In England the demand made on the State varies. At one time it is for the multiplication of inspectors of nuisances and an enlargement of their duties and powers; at another it adopts the language of the Social Democratic Federation, and insists on ' the compulsory construction of healthy artisans' and agricultural labourers' dwellings in proportion to the population/ The Glasgow municipality has already made some experiments in the building of artisans7 dwellings, and the London County Council is proposing to build common lodging-houses.
To sum up' the views of these reformers, some are in favour of a nationalisation of dwellings ; others demand that the State or the local authority shall build for its own functionaries, for workmen and for the poor; others wish to combat the usury of the landlord, the excessive price sought for dwellings which are insanitary and too small.